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Dear Colleague,

I look forward to welcoming you to the 
eighteenth International Military Helicopter 
Conference at an exciting new home, 
Twickenham Stadium, in London in February 
2024. 

This year’s strapline reflects the increased 
scope of the conference: “Delivering the next 
generation of rotary capabilities to 2040+”.  
Our agenda will provide us with the unique 
opportunity to discuss and challenge the future 
of military rotary aviation, whilst looking at the 
near and longer term and examining helicopter 
development up to 2040+.  It should allow us 
as operators and industry partners to broaden 
our thinking beyond platform-centricity with 
a focus on setting requirements, increasing 
availability and enhancing the variety of skills 
needed to meet the technologically and 
incredibly fast-moving operating environment. 

With many platforms coming to the end of 
their life cycle and the backdrop of the ongoing 
conflict in Ukraine, Armed Forces must now 

look at how they will address the renewal, 
operation, and future of their rotary capabilities.  
Additionally, whilst looking at the rotorcraft 
themselves, we must not neglect enhancing 
maintenance to deliver greater availability, or 
the training and training delivery for both air 
and ground crews to maximise proficiency, 
bringing with it a heightened skill set to meet 
future threats. 

With many NATO and partner nations having 
shared platforms and ongoing programmes for 
future capability, IMH 24 is poised to provide 
a comprehensive forum on these topics. And it 
will be important to do this within the context 
of operating in an increasingly congested, 
complex and contested air and near-ground 
airspace, and across the ever-widening multi-
domain battlespace.

Furthermore, we shall not neglect the 
shifting nature of military aviation, dedicating 
appropriate emphasis on the role of uncrewed 
systems, as well as the continued integration 
and experimentation of technological 

developments for traditional and future 
platforms. As ever this will involve the critical 
enablers: the regulatory environment, the 
procurement system, and operators working 
collaboratively with industry. 

This conference is the established benchmark 
for the senior military helicopter leadership 
community, and again we are fortunate to 
have a fantastic range of speakers.  It will be 
an outstanding opportunity to learn, share 
ideas and inform our collective endeavours. I 
encourage you to engage and challenge, whilst 
enjoying the networking opportunities and all 
that the Conference has on offer. 

I look forward to meeting you in February. 

Yours Sincerely,

Major General (Retd)  
James Illingworth OBE 
Former Director Land Warfare & Former  
Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command 
International Military Helicopter 2024 
Conference Chairman

MEET THE CHAIRMAN
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE

CHAIRMAN’S  
WELCOME LETTER

James Illingworth retired from the British Army in 2022, having 
had a thoroughly enjoyable and wonderfully rewarding 36 years 
in a variety of roles across Defence.  

As an Army Air Corps officer, he specialised in aviation roles 
during his early career. He flew Army and RAF helicopters 
(predominantly Lynx, Chinook and Gazelle aircraft), and flew 
on operations in Northern Ireland, the Balkans, Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  He commanded 657 Squadron AAC on operations 
in the Balkans and Iraq between 2001-2003, and received an 
OBE following command of the Joint Special Forces Aviation 
Wing based out of RA Odiham between 2006-2008.  

When not at front line duty, he has conducted a number of 
tours in the Joint Helicopter Command – soon to be retitled the 
UK’s Joint Aviation Command - most notably as the 1* Deputy 
Commander and Chief of Staff.  Alongside he has also been the 
Deputy Commander 1(UK) Division, and had tours in the MOD 
Operations Directorate, Army Headquarters; and attended the 
Higher & Advanced Command and Staff Courses.

His last tour in the military as Director Land Warfare (DLW) 
included responsibility for much of the British Army’s 
training, along with its doctrine, lessons learned and warfare 
development activities.  In this role he commanded and led a 
significant number of the Army’s and Defence’s trade training 
organisations (including ground training at the Army Aviation 
Centre at Middle Wallop) as well as the Army’s collective and 
combined arms training in the UK, Germany, Kenya, Belize and 
Canada.  

Prior to this he was dual-hatted as the Civil Administrator of 
the UK’s Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus and Commander of all 
Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force personnel in this vitally 
important Overseas Territory. His knowledge and experience in 
the diplomatic arena and operating at the strategic level was 
honed through a three-year tour as the UK’s Military Attaché 
in Washington DC; here he was responsible for developing the 
many interoperability strands (including aviation) between the 
US and British Armies following the Afghan Combat Mission.
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Hear the latest near-term 
and long-term priorities 
for developing the next 
generation of rotary 
platforms, understanding 
national requirements, as 
well as listening to how 
key industry partners can 
deliver capable rotorcraft 
that can tackle contested 
operational airspace.

Shape future doctrine 
and force structure, to 
include considerations for 
the integration of rotary 
capability across the 
wider force, in the context 
of operating within the 
multi-domain battlespace, 
looking ahead to the 
threats of the next 15+ 
years. 

Understand how forces 
are overcoming the 
challenge of availability, 
whilst looking at effective 
ways to enhance 
maintenance, repair and 
overhaul, to maximise 
time in operation, carrying 
out a specific mission set 
with effective mass. 

Get updated on national 
training plans for the 
rotary wing, examining 
the potential of novel 
forms of live, virtual and 
simulated methods, whilst 
discussing solutions from 
industry, as well as how 
best to deliver adequate 
training for the future 
integrated force. 

Collaborate on future 
technological developments 
which address the 
capability requirements 
of 2040+. Gain a deeper 
understanding of key areas 
such as electrification and 
hybridization of propulsion, 
as well as challenge industry 
on their vision for future 
military aviation. 

WHAT TO EXPECT  
AT IMH 2024
BENEFITS OF ATTENDING:

450+
INTERNATIONAL 
ATTENDEES 

35+
UNIQUE 
PRESENTATIONS

35+ 
NATO+  
NATIONS

75+
INDUSTRY 
ORGANISATIONS

AGENDA AT A GLANCE
DAY ONE • 27 FEB DAY TWO • 28 FEB DAY THREE • 29 FEB

Meeting Current Threats and  
The Direction for Multi-Domain Operations

National Perspectives on  
Maintaining a Credible Rotary Wing

The Future Operating Environment  
– Indo-Pacific and 2030+

Coffee & Networking Coffee & Networking Coffee & Networking

Delivering Platforms for  
Current Operational Requirements

Current Rotary Training and Delivering 
Collective Simulation for the Future

Effectively Integrating  
Uncrewed Rotorcraft

Buffet Lunch Buffet Lunch Buffet Lunch

Observations from Contemporary Conflict and 
Delivering Lethality Across the Battlespace 

Availability, Serviceability and Maintenance  
– Engineering for the Rotary Wing

Future Programmes and  
Vision for the Rotary Wing

Coffee & Networking Coffee & Networking Coffee & Networking

Enhancing The Capability of  
Existing Helicopter Fleets

Ensuring Capability and Availability to  
Meet Challenging Operating Environments

Propulsion, Electrification  
& Hybridisation

End of Day One Drinks Reception End of Day Two Drinks Reception End of Conference
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MEET THE SPEAKERS

Major General Andrea Di Stasio 
Commander 
Italian Army Aviation

Major General Thomas 
O’Connor 
Commanding General 
US Army Aviation and Missile 
Command

Major General Walter Rugen 
Director, Army Aviation, Office of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff G-3/5/7 
US Army

Commodore Steve Bolton 
Deputy Director Aviation  
Programmes and Futures 
Royal Navy

Rear Admiral Giancarlo 
Ciappina 
Commander of the Fleet Air Arm 
Italian Navy

Rodney Davis 
Acting Program Executive  
Officer, Aviation 
US Army  
(Subject to final confirmation)

Brigadier General Chris 
McKenna OMM, MSC, MSM, 
CD 
Director General Air and Space Force 
Development 
Royal Canadian Air Force

James Gavin 
Head of Future Capability Group 
DE&S - UK MoD

Cyril Heckel 
NGRC Programme Manager 
NATO Support and 
Procurement Agency

Brigadier General  
Grzegorz Ślusarz 
Commander of the 4th  
Wing of School Aviation 
Polish Air Force

Brigadier Del Stafford MBE 
RM 
Head Operating Assurance Group 
Military Aviation Authority  
- UK MoD

Brigadier General Fabrice 
Talarico 
Deputy Commander 
French Army Aviation

Major General (Retd)  
James Illingworth OBE 
Former Director Land Warfare & 
Former Deputy Commander Joint 
Helicopter Command 
IMH 2024 Conference 
Chairman

James Cartlidge MP 
Minister of State for  
Defence & Procurement 
HM Government

General Sir Patrick Sanders 
KCB CBE DSO ADC Gen 
Chief of the General Staff 
British Army

Keith Bethell 
Director Helicopters 
DE&S - UK MoD

CONFERENCE CHAIRM
AN
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MEET THE SPEAKERS

Commodore Jol Woodard 
Head of Combat Aviation Programmes 
British Army Headquarters

Colonel Christian Guntsch 
Advisor to the Air Chief for CH-47F 
German Air Force

Colonel Josef Korinek 
Wing Commander of 24th Base 
Czech Air Force

Colonel Guido Krahl 
Branch Head, Army Aviation 
ACCDC - German Army

Captain Dennis Monagle 
Program Manager PMA 266  
Multi-Mission Tactical UAS 
Naval Air Systems Command

Captain Matt Royals 
Incoming Commander Fleet Air Arm 
Royal Australian Navy

Colonel Petr Sliva 
Wing Commander of  
22nd Helicopter Unit 
Czech Air Force

Colonel Scott Wilkinson 
Commanding General 
US Army Special Operations 
Aviation Command (Subject to 
final confirmation)

Lieutenant Colonel  
Jaakko Kauppinen 
Chief of Army Aviation 
Finnish Army

Liam Ball 
Principal Rotorcraft Systems Engineer 
DSTL - UK MoD

Dr Jack Watling 
Senior Research Fellow,  
Land Warfare - Military Sciences 
Royal United Services Institute

Senior Representative 
Directorate of Flying Training  
HQ, No. 22 Gp 
Royal Air Force

Senior Representative 
Future Vertical Lift Cross  
Functional Team 
US Army Futures Command
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0830

DAY ONE • TUESDAY 27 FEBRUARY
0720 MORNING REGISTRATION

0730 BREAKFAST NETWORKING COFFEE

MEETING CURRENT THREATS AND THE DIRECTION FOR MULTI-DOMAIN OPERATIONS

0810 DEFENCE iQ OPENING REMARKS
Stephen Ayshford, Conference Producer, Defence iQ

0825 WELCOME ADDRESS FROM AIRBUS 
Senior Representative, Airbus

0900 SHAPING THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF MILITARY ROTORCRAFT
•	 Airbus Helicopters’ Defence & Security Strategy  
•	 Answering the needs of military customers today and tomorrow 
•	 Cooperation opportunities to optimise your operational capabilities 

Senior Representative, Airbus

0815 CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman

US ARMY AVIATION: THE MISSION AND THE REQUIREMENT
•	 The priorities of US Army Aviation: current operational requirements 
•	 Integrating FLRAA and the direction for future delivery 
•	 Challenges to be overcome: lessons from current conflict and the role of aviation

Major General Walter Rugen, Director, Army Aviation, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff G-3/5/7, US Army

0930 HOST NATION KEYNOTE ADDRESS: MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENCE & PROCUREMENT
James Cartlidge MP, Minister of State for Defence & Procurement, HM Government

1000 PANEL DISCUSSION: OPERATIONAL INTEGRATION TO MEET CONTEMPORARY THREATS 
With the ongoing conflict in Ukraine as a clear example of contemporary multi-domain warfare and increasing tension in the Indo-Pacific region, 
the relevance and challenge posed by Large Scale Combat Operations are as relevant as ever. Subsequently, this panel discussion sets out to 
examine the role of military rotary aviation in the multi-domain context, integration with the wider joint force and future operating challenges 
encountered by commanders. It shall examine how rotorcraft should fit into the wider force structure and how Armed Forces can best utilise this 
capability moving forward. 

•	 How should the role of rotary aviation evolve to meet contemporary and future threats?  
•	 With growing importance placed on interoperability, how do we best prepare crews for operations in support of the joint force?  
•	 Reflecting on the relevance of human-machine teaming technology and the proliferation of uncrewed aerial systems, what role do they have  
	 to play in tomorrow’s battlespace?  
•	 With high end and expensive platforms being procured by NATO and partner nations, are we trading advanced capability for less expensive mass?

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman
Discussants: 
Dr Jack Watling, Senior Research Fellow, Land Warfare - Military Sciences, Royal United Services Institute 

1045 MORNING COFFEE AND NETWORKING

DELIVERING PLATFORMS FOR CURRENT OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

1115 BRITISH ARMY PROGRAMMES: DELIVERING FUTURE ROTARY CAPABILITY 
•	 The ability to meet the mission: setting the right requirements 
•	 Technological development in UK MoD rotary aviation 
•	 Collaborating with industry, partners and allies to deliver maximum potential

Commodore Jol Woodard, Head of Combat Aviation Programmes, British Army Headquarters
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1215 PANEL DISCUSSION: SPEED, AGILITY, SURVIVABILITY & LETHALITY: SETTING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR MILITARY 
HELICOPTERS IN THE NEAR-TERM
As many medium lift platforms come to the end of their operational life cycle, Armed Forces must consider how best to replace and advance this 
capability to meet contemporary threats. As we look at what the near-term requirements are and how this can be affordably acquired, what is the 
shape of this platform? This panel shall discuss the versatility of medium lift capability as well as the mission requirements that these platforms 
shall encounter within the next 10 years. 

•	 What is the key factor driving the renewal of current fleets and development of the next generation of platforms?  
•	 How do we ensure that the right balance between cost and capability is achieved? What is the right balance? 
•	 Within current conflict, how do we ensure that rotorcraft retain survivability and lethality across the battlespace? 
•	 To what degree should speed and agility be prioritized for contemporary military helicopters? 

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman 
Discussants: 
Senior Representative, Airbus 

1500 PANEL DISCUSSION: ENHANCED LETHALITY, OPERATING WITHIN CONTESTED AIRSPACE
With highly contested airspace being increasingly likely, alongside the threat of peer-on-peer conflict, the need for rotorcraft to retain effective 
lethality and kinetic potential is clear. The war in Ukraine has shown the importance that these platforms can have when delivering effect, whilst 
many NATO nations are looking to renew or upgrade their attack capability. This panel sets out to discuss how this mission set can be developed to 
meet future threats and what the key challenges that must be overcome. 

•	 What lessons can be taken from the conflict in Ukraine and how have rotorcraft assisted in supporting the wider force?  
•	 In a near peer contested environment, how can platforms deliver firepower, effectively retaining the attack role?  
•	 How can utilising a Modular Open Systems Approach (MOSA), aid in optimizing rotorcraft lethality?  
•	 With MUM-T being increasingly seen across domains, can Air Launched Effects (ALE) be successfully integrated with traditional platforms 
	 and what is the potential? 

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman 

1300 LUNCH AND NETWORKING

OBSERVATIONS FROM CONTEMPORARY CONFLICT AND DELIVERING LETHALITY ACROSS THE BATTLESPACE

ENHANCING THE CAPABILITY OF EXISTING HELICOPTER FLEETS

1545 AFTERNOON COFFEE AND NETWORKING

1145 US ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS AVIATION COMMAND: UNIQUE MISSION AND ABILITY TO SUCCEED
•	 Providing responsive, special operations aviation support to Special Operations Forces 
•	 FLRAA & FARA, what this means for USASOAC  
•	 Maximising success through Addressing Range, Speed, and Convergence for Future Success

Colonel Scott Wilkinson, Commanding General, US Army Special Operations Aviation Command (Subject to final confirmation) 

1400 ITALIAN ARMY AVIATION: DESIGN 4.0
•	 Higher speed, improved agility and MUM-T capability 
•	 Programmes: AW249 Attack Helicopter, The Light Utility Programme, upgrading Chinook and NH-90 
•	 Lessons from Ukraine and how best Italian Army Aviation can deliver effects on the modern battlefield

Major General Andrea Di Stasio, Commander, Italian Army Aviation 

1430 FINNISH COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH FOR USE OF MILITARY HELICOPTERS IN ALL READINESS STATES
•	 The composition and posture of Army Aviation in normal time and war 
•	 Interoperability within NATO: the view of a lower density force 
•	 Future development and the challenges of contemporary conflict

Lieutenant Colonel Jaakko Kauppinen, Chief of Army Aviation, Finnish Army

1615 MODERNISING THE CZECH AIR FORCE TO MEET CURRENT THREATS 
•	 Mission requirements and the current rotary fleet 
•	 Integrating the UH-1Y Venom and AH-1Z Viper 
•	 Supporting new platforms and future interoperability

Colonel Petr Sliva, Wing Commander of 22nd Helicopter Unit in Sedlec, Czech Air Force 
Colonel Josef Korinek, Wing Commander of 24th Base in Kbely, Czech Air Force 
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1745 CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY REMARKS
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman

1800 DRINKS RECEPTION
All conference participants are invited to the official conference drinks  
reception to experience a relaxed drink at the conclusion of Day One.

1930 CHAIRMAN’S DINNER
Invited Attendees

1930 END OF DAY ONE

“A GREAT CHANCE  
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR 
COLLABORATION, LOOKING  
AT ALL OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
PARTIES THAT ARE HERE,  
ITS RARE THAT YOU CAN GET 
EVERYBODY TOGETHER AND 
DISCUSS THE ISSUES OF CONCERN” 
BRIGADIER GENERAL SEAN TYLER, COMMANDER,  
DEFENCE LOGISTICS AGENCY AVIATION  
AND DEFENCE SUPPLY CENTER

1645 DEEP SENSOR INTEGRATION – TACKLING THE FUTURE NOW
•	 Sensors – HENSOLDT / The Sensor House 
•	 Solutions – MissionGrid / Tier 2.5 
•	 Deep Sensor Integration – About Operators and Sensors / Tackling the Future Now

Senior representative, Hensoldt

1715 FUTURE INTEGRATION OF THE CH-47F INTO THE GERMAN AIR FORCE 
•	 Integrating enhanced Heavy Lift capability into the German Air Force, what this means 
•	 Supporting the new platform: maintenance, logistics, and training 
•	 The composition of the force and development for the future

Colonel Christian Guntsch, Advisor to the Air Chief for CH-47F, German Air Force 
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DAY TWO • WEDNESDAY 28 FEBRUARY
0730 MORNING REGISTRATION

0740 BREAKFAST NETWORKING COFFEE

1000 MORNING COFFEE AND NETWORKING

1230 LUNCH AND NETWORKING

0820 CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman

NATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON MAINTAINING A CREDIBLE ROTARY WING

CURRENT ROTARY TRAINING AND DELIVERING COLLECTIVE SIMULATION FOR THE FUTURE

1115 PANEL DISCUSSION: TRAINING DELIVERY TO MATCH TOMORROW’S PLATFORMS
As evolving strategic challenges develop and technological enhancement of rotorcraft persists, training delivery must keep in pace to ensure 
adequate skillsets are available to all in the rotary wing. This panel sets out to discuss developments in this space, considering live, virtual, and 
simulated training practices, whilst outlining how training delivery must keep in step with the shifting operational context. 

•	 What are the limitations of current training delivery and how can these be overcome?  
•	 How do we identify the best mix between live, simulated, and virtual training?  
•	 Can Collective Simulation be achieved to prepare crews for the intricacies of operating in a combined force?  
•	 With shifting threats, technological development, and projected operating environments, how can training delivery best keep pace  
	 with the nature of future conflict? 

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman 
Discussants: 
Senior Representative, Directorate of Flying Training HQ, No. 22 Gp, Royal Air Force

0930 THE AIRBUS FLEET IN THE HANDS OF THE OPERATOR
•	 Delivering effect across the future battlespace 
•	 H175M, H160M ‘Guépard’, H145M HFORCE 
•	 Support and integration of systems 

Senior Representative, Airbus

0830 KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: ROTARY AVIATION FOR THE BRITISH ARMY
General Sir Patrick Sanders, KCB, CBE, DSO, ADC Gen, Chief of the General Staff, British Army

0900 MODERNISING SUSTAINMENT FOR ENDURING AND FUTURE WEAPON SYSTEMS
•	 Striving for interoperability and commonality between systems 
•	 Understanding the interdependence and risk in the global supply chain 
•	 Aviation sustainment in support of a coalition

Major General Thomas O’Connor, Commanding General, US Army Aviation and Missile Command

1045 DEVELOPMENT OF POLISH ROTARY AVIATION AND TRAINING TO MATCH CAPABILITY
•	 Enhancing rotary capability for the Polish Armed Forces: new platforms and new potential 
•	 Training requirements for new platforms and gaining effective skills 
•	 Observations from current conflicts and preparation for multi-domain operations 

Brigadier General Grzegorz Ślusarz, Commander of the 4th Wing of School Aviation, Polish Air Force
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AVAILABILITY, SERVICEABILITY AND MAINTENANCE – ENGINEERING FOR THE ROTARY WING

ENSURING CAPABILITY AND AVAILABILITY TO MEET CHALLENGING OPERATING ENVIRONMENTS

1530 AFTERNOON COFFEE AND NETWORKING

1700 INDUSTRY LEADER’S PANEL DISCUSSION: MAXIMISING PLATFORM POTENTIAL
Given the high paced nature of technological development for military rotary aviation, Armed Forces must be able to integrate game changing 
capability to retain the competitive edge. This panel shall discuss the role that industry can have in this cycle, driving innovation through 
collaboration and stimulating the successful integration of technological solutions to deliver the next generation of rotorcraft. Considering the 
operating context, national requirements, as well as platform life cycles; it shall discuss industries priorities within this space and explore how they 
can best support future projects. 

•	 How are global helicopter requirements shaping industry’s priorities? 
•	 Do all forces share the same expectations for baseline capability? 
•	 Can uncrewed rotary systems act as an effective force multiplier for smaller forces with significant reconnaissance and other non-kinetic 
	 requirements? If so, how should they best integrate these systems?  
•	 How is industry working to balance demand for high end capability with partner forces’ requirements? Should expensive high end capability  
	 be prioritised over cheaper mass?

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman 

1800 DRINKS RECEPTION
All conference participants are invited to the official conference drinks  
reception to experience a relaxed drink at the conclusion of Day One.

1900 END OF DAY ONE

1400 MAXIMUM HELICOPTER AVAILABILITY FOR THE UK ARMED FORCES
•	 The need to improve availability, sustainability and capability 
•	 Rotary Wing Enterprise: transforming support for current platforms 
•	 Coalescing lines of support and sustainment to ensure the ability to serve when needed

Keith Bethell, Director Helicopters, DE&S – UK MoD

1500 FUTURE FLIGHT PATH: SIMULATED ANALYSIS FOR CONTEMPORARY AND FUTURE ROTORCRAFT
•	 The Tactical Aviation CDO (Contested, Degraded and Operationally limiting environments) 
•	 Common Simulation Environment: the “so what” generator 
•	 Enhancing platforms, training and maintenance, with results for frontline commanders

Liam Ball, Principal Rotorcraft Systems Engineer, DSTL – UK MoD

1600 ITALIAN NAVY ROTARY OPERATIONS: TODAY AND TOMORROW
•	 The Italian Navy as a blue water navy and the role of rotary aviation within it 
•	 Littoral operations; utilising the Trieste LHD and helicopter interoperability 
•	 Future vision for the Italian naval aviation, enhancing reach to meet tomorrow’s threats 

Rear Admiral Giancarlo Ciappina, Commander of the Fleet Air Arm, Italian Navy 

1630 GERMAN ARMY ROTARY AVIATION: VISION TO MATCH THE OPERATING CONTEXT
•	 Army Aviation: Requirements and mission sets 
•	 Foreseen operational challenges and lessons to be learnt 
•	 Delivering mass when required, ensuring availability of platforms

Colonel Guido Krahl, Branch Head, Army Aviation, ACCDC - German Army

1745 CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY REMARKS
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman

1430 SPIKE WEAPON SYSTEM NEW CAPABILITIES
•	 Next level - SPIKE missiles 
•	 SPIKE for helicopters - new programs 
•	 AH64E integration

Senior Representative, Rafael
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DAY THREE • THURSDAY 29 FEBRUARY
0730 MORNING REGISTRATION

0740 BREAKFAST NETWORKING COFFEE

1015 MORNING COFFEE AND NETWORKING

0820 CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman

THE FUTURE OPERATING ENVIRONMENT – INDO-PACIFIC AND 2030+

EFFECTIVELY INTEGRATING UNCREWED ROTORCRAFT

0830 FUTURE VERTICAL LIFT: CAPABILITY TO MEET THE FUTURE OPERATING ENVIRONMENT
•	 Delivering effective capability to meet the operational challenges of the Indo-Pacific 
•	 The importance of range and speed to FVL 
•	 Operating in contested airspace and delivering effects

Senior Representative, Future Vertical Lift Cross Functional Team, US Army Futures Command

0900 ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY, FLEET AIR ARM: FIT TO FIGHT AND WIN AT SEA
•	 Australia’s challenge: being prepared to respond and conduct warfare in all domains 
•	 Developing greater proficiency and utilization through availability of the MH-60R Seahawk 
•	 Wider military support operations and the development of the FAA

Captain Matt Royals, Incoming Commander Fleet Air Arm, Royal Australian Navy

1100 UNCREWED: THE VIEW FROM THE UK MILITARY AVIATION AUTHORITY
•	 Certification; challenges and the way forward 
•	 Regulation; as an enabler of innovation 
•	 Integrating UAS; operating and operational risk

Brigadier Del Stafford MBE RM, Head Operating Assurance Group, Military Aviation Authority - UK MoD

1130 UNMANNED AVIATION FOR THE US NAVY
•	 The role of unmanned systems within US Navy aviation 
•	 The Multi-Mission Tactical Unmanned Air System program team (PMA-266) 
•	 Ensuring interoperability and force multiplication

Captain Dennis Monagle, Program Manager PMA 266 Multi-Mission Tactical UAS, Naval Air Systems Command

0930 PANEL DISCUSSION: THE INDO-PACIFIC REGION: SHAPING REQUIREMENTS, DOCTRINE AND FORCE STRUCTURE 
Whilst the Indo-Pacific region has become clearly at the forefront of strategic planners’ minds in recent years, the challenge of operating current 
fleets is prominent. The distance involved in a war in the Pacific are a challenge for any military platform, let alone rotary wing aircraft, causing us 
to look to increased speed and range for the next generation of rotorcraft, for operations across domains. This panel shall discuss the challenge 
posed by looking at the Indo-Pacific region, as well as identify what tomorrow’s commanders require to achieve credible agility on the tactical edge. 

•	 With a shift in focus to the Indo-Pacific region, are current rotary wings fit for operations in that environment?  
•	 How are operations different in the Indo-Pacific region and how can planners address the challenge of distance? 
•	 What is the optimal composition to achieve greater speed, range, and versatility for rotorcraft in the Indo-Pacific? 
•	 Given the potential dispersed nature of flying in the Indo-Pacific, what logistical challenges must rotary wings encounter and how do we 
	 protect them on the ground? 

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman 
Discussants: 
Commodore Steve Bolton, Deputy Director Aviation Programmes & Futures, Royal Navy

 www.defenceiq.com/events-militaryhelicopter  +44 (0) 113 521 0042  enquire@defenceiq.com



1200 PANEL DISCUSSION: THE FUTURE ROLE OF UNCREWED SYSTEMS; THE OPERATION, THE POTENTIAL,  
THE CHALLENGE
As Joint Helicopter Command is reorganising to become Joint Aviation Command, exploiting, and pioneering the use of uncrewed aviation, 
questions on the appropriate integration of these systems must be examined. Whether, uncrewed rotary platforms are utilised for heavy lift, recon-
naissance, or in the ASW role, we must look at how they would best advance current capability, as well as discussing the right balance between 
autonomy and manned-unmanned teaming. This panel sets out to explore this, discussing what is currently operational, the long-term potential 
and the challenges that are on the horizon. 

•	 How do we ensure that uncrewed platforms are appropriately integrated into the current fleet and how do we maintain safety in congested 
	 airspace? How involved is the human in the loop?  
•	 What is the potential of uncrewed rotary platforms: heavy lift, ASW, lethality…?  
•	 Can MUM-T effectively force multiply our current fleets? Does this provide a less expensive alternative?  
•	 Will uncrewed platforms replace traditional rotorcraft in the timeframe of this conference, up to and beyond 2040?

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman 
Discussants: 
James Gavin, Head of Future Capability Group, DE&S - UK MoD

1600 PANEL DISCUSSION: PROPULSION FOR THE FUTURE ROTARY WING 
Defence is actively moving toward electric vehicles to reduce their reliance on fossil fuels and recognize the numerous other benefits electrification 
offers. With examples including the UK MoD’s Zero Carben Pledge and experimentation by the US Army to integrate hybrid propulsion on existing 
platforms, there is clearly an appetite to investigate this as a potential future for military rotorcraft. This panel sets out to discuss the feasibility, 
timeframe, and tactical advantage that this technology could have the potential of offering, as well as discussing the levels of enthusiasm by 
decision makers for integrating it moving forward. 

•	 How actively is hybrid and electric propulsion being investigated by the Armed Forces and industry for military application on the net 
	 generation of rotorcraft?  
•	 Electric vehicles are often described as having the ability to enable silent-watch and silent-run capabilities, is this applicable to future rotorcraft?  
•	 What is the driving factor when considering this capability, is it environmental or tactical?  
•	 When will this be commonplace across national rotary wings and how do we best support it? 

Moderator: 
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command, 
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman 

1300 LUNCH AND NETWORKING

1530 AFTERNOON COFFEE AND NETWORKING

FUTURE PROGRAMMES AND VISION FOR THE ROTARY WING

1400 NEXT GENERATION ROTORCRAFT CAPABILITY: 2035-40+
•	 Status of the programme and key technological priority areas  
•	 A multinational effort: Concept to Delivery 
•	 Vision for a future multi-role rotorcraft

Cyril Heckel, NGRC Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA) 

1430 PEO AVIATION: DESIGNING, DEVELOPING, DELIVERING, ADVANCED AVIATION CAPABILITIES
•	 Future objectives and vision for rotary aviation: 2030 and beyond 
•	 Future Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft 
•	 Delivering an overmatching operational advantage 

Rodney Davis, Acting Program Executive Officer, Aviation, US Army (Subject to final confirmation)

1500 CANADIAN AIR FORCE: ROTARY CAPABILITY 2050+
•	 Next Tactical Aviation Capability Set (nTACS) project 
•	 CH-147F Chinook - midblock upgrade  
•	 CH-146 Griffon limited-life extension

Brigadier General Chris McKenna OMM, MSC, MSM, CD, Director General Air and Space Force Development, Royal Canadian Air Force

1700 CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY REMARKS
Major General (Retd) James Illingworth OBE, Former Director Land Warfare & Former Deputy Commander Joint Helicopter Command,  
IMH 2024 Conference Chairman

1715 END OF CONFERENCE
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SPONSORSHIP AND  
EXHIBITION OPPORTUNITIES

Sponsorship is the most effective method of aligning your company with the 
challenges faced by senior professionals from across the Armed Forces, who  
are searching for game changing solutions to enable the maximum capability  
of platforms, increasing availability, enhancing training delivery and preparation 
for operations in contested airspace. 

International Military Helicopter will be attended by senior decision-makers 
from across defence and government, as well as industry concerned in the 
development of military rotary aviation, bringing together buyers as well as 
suppliers in one location. With tailored networking, sponsors can achieve the 
face-to-face contact that overcrowded trade shows cannot deliver. Alongside 
this, the chance to present thought leadership on the key topics being discussed 
shall position your solutions at the forefront of those that can acts minds. 

Exhibiting and Sponsorship options are extensive, and packages can be  
tailor-made to suit your individual company’s needs.

MAXIMISE YOUR INVOLVEMENT: INVEST IN MAKING AN  
IMPACT WITH THE PEOPLE THAT MATTER TO YOUR BUSINESS

TAKE YOUR BUSINESS’ PROFILE TO NEW HEIGHTS WITHIN THE VERTICAL LIFT COMMUNITY

Features of sponsorship include:

t	Prominent exhibition space in the main  
	 conference networking area 
t	Thought leadership speaking opportunities  
t	Participation in comprehensive pre-event  
	 marketing campaigns 
t	Tailored networking solutions 

For more information and to discuss  
the right opportunity, contact us on  
+44 (0)207 368 9300 or partner@iqpc.co.uk

Established in 2001, Defence iQ has grown to become one of the world’s largest defence events and media 
organisations. We are uniquely positioned to engage with and support the international defence community 
via our digital platform and global conferences, all of which are underpinned by rigorous research into global 
defence policy, acquisition strategy, capability development and military leadership.

Become a member: www.defenceiq.com

Four Star Lead Partner Two Star Partners One Star Partners

2024 PARTNERS

ABOUT DEFENCE IQ
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t	ACCDC – German Army

t	Airbus Helicopters 

t	Arete 

t	Ascent Flight Training

t	ASELSAN

t	Australian Department of Defence 

t	Babcock 

t	BAE Systems

t	Bell

t	Boeing 

t	Brazilian Air Force 

t	Brazilian Army Aviation Command 

t	British Army

t	Bundeswehr 

t	CAE 

t	Canadian Air Force

t	Canadian Armed Forces

t	Collins Aerospace

t	DE&S – UK MoD

t	Diehl Defence 

t	DSTL – UK MoD

t	Elbit Systems 

t	Finnish Army

t	FN Herstal 

t	French Army Aviation

t	GE Aerospace 

t	German Army Helicopter Command 

t	Hensoldt 

t	Honeywell 

t	Hungarian Defence Force

t	Italian Air Force 

t	Italian Army Aviation

t	Italian MoD - National Armaments Directorate

t	Italian Navy

t	Joint Helicopter Command – UK MoD

t	Leonardo 

t	Lockheed Martin

t	L3harris 

t	Martin-Baker 

t	MD Helicopters

t	NATO

t	NAVAIR 

t	NHIndustries 

t	NSPA

t	Northrop Grumman 

t	Orolia

t	Pakistan Army Aviation

t	Pall Corporation 

t	Patria 

t	Polish Air Force

t	Pratt & Whitney 

t	Rafael

t	Raytheon Missiles & Defense 

t	Rolls Royce 

t	Royal Air Force Of Oman

t	Royal Malaysian Navy

t	Royal Navy

t	Royal Netherlands Air force

t	Safran

t	Saudi MoD

t	Sentient Science 

t	Sikorsky, A Lockheed Martin Company

t	Spanish Air Force 

t	Spanish Army Aviation Brigade 

t	Spanish Navy 

t	Swiss Air Force

t	Thales 

t	UK Commando Force 

t	UK MoD

t	US Air force 

t	US Army

t	US Army Futures Command

t	US Army Special Operations Aviation Command

t	US Marine Corps

t	US Navy

ORGANISATIONS THAT ATTEND

t	UK

t	Germany

t	Poland

t	Czech Republic

t	Spain

t	France

t	Ireland

t	Cyprus

t	Italy

t	Finland

t	Sweden

t	Austria

t	Portugal

t	Netherlands

t	Greece

t	Lithuania

t	Bulgaria

t	Ukraine

t	Romania

t	Turkey

t	Norway

t	Romania

t	Hungary

t	Switzerland

t	US

t	Canada

t	Brazil

t	Peru

t	Argentina

t	Mexico

t	Colombia

t	Malaysia

t	Pakistan

t	Australia

t	UAE

t	Saudi Arabia

t	Oman

GEOGRAPHICAL ATTENDANCE

“THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY HELICOPTER 
CONFERENCE IS WORLD 
KNOWN FOR BEING 
ONE OF THE BEST 
PLACES TO COME 
AND UNDERSTAND 
CURRENT AND FUTURE 
REQUIREMENTS WITHIN 
THE ROTARY INDUSTRY” 

ALLY LAWSON, BUSINESS  
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER,  
HENSOLDT UK

“A GREAT CHANCE  
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR 
COLLABORATION, LOOKING AT 
ALL OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
PARTIES THAT ARE HERE, 
ITS RARE THAT YOU CAN GET 
EVERYBODY TOGETHER AND 
DISCUSS THE ISSUES  
OF CONCERN” 

BRIGADIER GENERAL SEAN TYLER, 
COMMANDER, DEFENCE LOGISTICS 
AGENCY AVIATION AND DEFENCE  
SUPPLY CENTER

“HAVING DIFFERENT 
COUNTRIES TALK 
ABOUT PROBLEM SETS 
THROUGH THEIR LENS IS 
VERY HELPFUL FOR US 
TO COME TOGETHER AND 
TALK ABOUT SOLVING 
PROBLEMS ACROSS THE 
WORLD” 

JAY MACKLIN, DIRECTOR, 
ARMY, FUTURE VERTICAL LIFT 
AND INNOVATIONS BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT, SIKORSKY, A 
LOCKHEED MARTIN COMPANY

“A UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
LEARN FROM ALL 
OF THE PARTNERS, 
BRINGING ALL THE 
PEOPLE TOGETHER” 

MAJOR GENERAL FABIO 
SERPA DE CARVALHO LIMA, 
COMMANDER, BRAZILIAN 
ARMY AVIATION COMMAND

 www.defenceiq.com/events-militaryhelicopter  +44 (0) 113 521 0042  enquire@defenceiq.com



3 WAYS TO REGISTER
Web: https://www.defenceiq.com/ 

events-militaryhelicopter 
Phone:  +44 (0) 113 521 0042

Email: enquire@defenceiq.com

IQPC recognises the value of learning in teams.

•	 Groups of 3 or more booking at the same time from the  
	 same company receive a 10% discount.  
•	 5 or more receive a 15% discount.  
•	 7 receive a 20% discount. 

Only one discount available per person. Team discounts are  
not applicable in conjunction with another discount.

TEAM DISCOUNTS*

To claim a variety of articles, podcasts  
and other free resources please visit  
www.defenceiq.com/events-militaryhelicopter/downloads  

FREE ONLINE RESOURCES

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Please read the information listed below as each booking is subject to 
IQPC Ltd standard terms and conditions. Return of this email will indicate 
that you accept these terms. 
Payment Terms Upon completion and return of the registration form 
full payment is required no later than 5 business days from the date 
of invoice. Payment of invoices by means other than by credit card, or 
purchase order (UK Plc and UK government bodies only) will be subject 
to a £49  (plus VAT) per delegate processing fee. Payment must be 
received prior to the conference date. We reserve the right to refuse 
admission to the conference if payment has not been received. 
IQPC Cancellation, Postponement and Substitution Policy You may 
substitute delegates at any time by providing reasonable advance notice 
to IQPC. For any cancellations received in writing not less than eight (8) 
days prior to the conference, you will receive a 90% credit to be used 
at another IQPC conference which must occur within one year from 
the date of issuance of such credit. An administration fee of 10% of the 
contract fee will be retained by IQPC for all permitted cancellations. No 
credit will be issued for any cancellations occurring within seven (7) days 
(inclusive) of the conference. In the event that IQPC cancels an event for 
any reason, you will receive a credit for 100% of the contract fee paid. You 
may use this credit for another IQPC event to be mutually agreed with 
IQPC, which must occur within one year from the date of cancellation. 
In the event that IQPC postpones an event for any reason and the 
delegate is unable or unwilling to attend in on the rescheduled date, you 
will receive a credit for 100% of the contract fee paid. You may use this 
credit for another IQPC event to be mutually agreed with IQPC, which 
must occur within one year from the date of postponement. Except as 
specified above, no credits will be issued for cancellations. There are no 
refunds given under any circumstances. IQPC is not responsible for any 
loss or damage as a result of a substitution, alteration or cancellation/
postponement of an event. IQPC shall assume no liability whatsoever in 
the event this conference is cancelled, rescheduled or postponed due to 
a fortuitous event, Act of God, unforeseen occurrence or any other event 
that renders performance of this conference impracticable, illegal or 
impossible. For purposes of this clause, a fortuitous event shall include, 
but not be limited to: war, fire, labour strike, extreme weather or other 
emergency. Please note that while speakers and topics were confirmed 
at the time of publishing, circumstances beyond the control of the 
organizers may necessitate substitutions, alterations or cancellations 
of the speakers and/or topics. As such, IQPC reserves the right to alter 
or modify the advertised speakers and/or topics if necessary without 
any liability to you whatsoever. Any substitutions or alterations will be 
updated on our web page as soon as possible. 
Discounts All ‘Early Bird’ Discounts require payment at time of 
registration and before the cut-off date in order to receive any discount. 
Any discounts offered whether by IQPC (including team discounts) 
must also require payment at the time of registration. All discount offers 
cannot be combined with any other offer.

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED  
PRIOR TO THE CONFERENCEC
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DELEGATE DETAILS

PAYMENT

To speed registration, please provide the priority code located on the mailing label or in the box below.

My registration code  PDFW

Twickenham Stadium

200 Whitton Rd, Twickenham TW2 7BA

Group Rate: We have Standard rooms for £175 per night, 
Including breakfast and VAT.

Reservation Method At London Marriott Hotel Twickenham: 
Reserve your room by clicking on the link below: 
Book your group rate for IQPC helicopters

VENUE & ACCOMMODATION

Please photocopy for each additional delegate

 Mr    Mrs    Miss    Ms    Dr    Rank

Special dietary requirements:      Vegetarian      Non-dairy      Other (please specify)

Please indicate if you have already registered by:      Phone      Fax      Email      Web

 Yes I would like to receive information about products and services via email

Telephone

Postcode Country

Address

Nature of business

Organisation

Tel No.

Family Name Job Title

First Name

Work Email

IQPC Point of contact

Approving Manager

Name of person completing form if different from delegate

I agree to IQPC’s cancellation, substitution and payment terms

Please note: if you have not received an acknowledgment before the conference,  please call us to confirm your booking.

Fax

All prices are exclusive of UK VAT is charged at 20%. VAT Registration #: GB 799 2259 67

** Military and government discounted rates apply to serving military officers, government, and university personnel only.

Serving Generals/Flag Officers 1 Star and above may attend the conference free of charge.   
Please contact enquire@defenceiq.com for further details.

 	 Credit Card: please phone to process payment

 	 Invoice: please send me an invoice (subject to £49 + VAT processing fee per delegate)

 	 Cheque: please enclose a cheque payable to IQPC Ltd for £

Billing address  
(if different from above):

Total price for your Organisation  
(Add total of all individuals attending):

INDUSTRY

Register & Pay By Friday, September 29th, 2023* SAVE £900
£1949 + VAT

Register & Pay By Friday, November 24th, 2023* SAVE £600
£2249 + VAT

Register & Pay By Friday, December 29th, 2023* SAVE £400
£2449 + VAT

Register & Pay By Friday, January, 26th, 2024* SAVE £200
£2649 + VAT

Standard Price £2849 + VAT

MILITARY / GOVERNMENT**

Register & Pay By Friday, September 29th, 2023* SAVE £700
£299 + VAT

Register & Pay By Friday, November 24th, 2023* SAVE £500
£499 + VAT

Register & Pay By Friday, December 29th, 2023* SAVE £300
£699 + VAT

Register & Pay By Friday, January, 26th, 2024* SAVE £100
£899 + VAT

Standard Price £999 + VAT

START 
KNOWLEDGE 
SHARING AND 
NETWORKING 
BEFORE THE 
EVENT

	TWITTER
	LINKEDIN

27 – 29 FEBRUARY 2024
IMH’S NEW LOCATION: TWICKENHAM STADIUM,  
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

https://www.defenceiq.com/events-militaryhelicopter/venue
https://twitter.com/idgainsight?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/idga
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